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Euro-Toques, partner of the European Commission 

Following the participation of Euro-Toques at the Seafood exhibition, which 

took place in Brussels on the 4th May 2011, the Directorate General of 

Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of the European Commission, 

contacted Euro-Toques to communicate in its magazine "Fisheries and 

aquaculture in Europe" on this event. Particularly, the European Commission 

will give Euro-Toques some visibility, which, through Euro-Toques Ireland, 

discussed at the roundtable with the European Commissioner for Maritime 

Affairs and Fisheries, Maria Damanaki. This publication is distributed free on 

request, five times a year in all the official languages of the European Union. 

 

In addition, the Directorate General for Agriculture and Rural Development 

(DG AGRI) of the European Commission contacted Euro-Toques so that the 

association becomes a privileged partner during events organized on food 

issues in the EU. Thus, Euro-Toques Finland will perform some cooking 

demonstrations at the Farmari fair held in Pori. More than 70,000 

professionals and consumers are expected to attend this event, from 1 to 3 

July. Other events of the same kind are planned in partnership with DG AGRI, 

including the AGROSHOW, from 23 to 26 September 2011 in Bednary, 

Poland. 

 

Note also that thanks to the Alliance WWF / Industry that brings together 

various stakeholders around the fishing issue in Europe, and supports the 

establishment of a European policy for sustainable fisheries, Euro-Toques 

members from the Baltic countries were invited to participate directly in a 

high-level seminar on the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). This event is 

organized by the Polish Presidency of the EU on the 27th July, in association 

with the Alliance WWF / Industry, in Gdynia, Poland. The seminar is entitled 

“The challenges of fisheries management and how to address them 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /Ctέ and will be followed by a reception and a press 

conference attended by many participants.  

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/documentation/magazine/index_en.htm
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Indications on the future proposals to reform the CFP 

While the proposals for the future Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) are expected on July the 13th 2011, 
the European Commission adopted on May the 25th 2011 a document on fishing opportunities in 
European Union’s waters in 2012. 
 
Indeed, the elimination of overfishing in Europe remains the main objective to achieve by 2015. 
"Good progress" have been made towards this goal, was keen to clarify the Fisheries Commissioner, 
Maria Damanaki, but "[which] are still too slow", she said. 
 
Therefore, for total allowable catches (TACs) and quotas for 2012, the Commission proposes two 
important innovations: 
 "a simpler methodology that links more decisions on scientific advice", to go "to quotas to ensure 
ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ȅƛŜƭŘέ. 

 When there is no scientific opinion or insufficient data, the precautionary principle will apply. 
 

Beyond these measures, the Commission also proposes: 
 The annual management plans whose goal is to maintain or restore fish stocks to a level capable 

of ensuring maximum sustainable yield. 
 The promotion of aquaculture. 
 The establishment of individual transferable quotas at the national level only (sales quotas 

among fishers of the same country). 
 Limit of fleet capacity of each country. 
 Making profitable fishing fleets. 
 

The Commissioner for Agriculture against food waste 

The Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Dacian Ciolos, wanted to react, on May the 

16th2011, after the publication on May the 11th 2011 by the FAO (United Nations for Food and 

Agriculture) of an alarmist report on food waste. "In the context of the global food challenge and the 

need to make an optimal use of natural resources, we cannot afford to throw more than a billion tons 

of food in the world, as indicated by the FAO", deplored the Commissioner Ciolos.  

 

With the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) after 2013, the European Commission 

intends to guide agriculture towards greater sustainability. "These efforts must not be undermined by 

marketing or consumption methods that are not sustainable. The European Union must act against 

food wasting ", urged the European Commissioner.  

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/638&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ags/publications/GFL_web.pdf
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Member States against the liberalization of planting vineyards 

By 2015, the European rules on the liberalization of planting rights of vineyards should enter into force. 

However, nine Member States (France, Italy, Germany, Portugal, Hungary, Austria, Romania, Cyprus and 

Luxembourg) remain firmly opposed to such liberalization. The 10th country to have joined these 

opponents is Spain, on May the 23rd 2011. 

 

Rosa Aguilar, Spanish Minister of Agriculture, requested the Commissioner of Agriculture, Dacian Ciolos, 

to present a legislative proposal which goes against the decision taken during the reform on the 

common market organization of wine in 2008, ending the control of the planting vineyards rights as 

from 2015. 

 

The Spanish decision was welcomed by many organizations including the Federation European of origin 

wines (EFOW), European farmer organizations and COPA COGECA. For professionals, maintaining 

control over the vineyards is essential, because it contributes to the stabilization of the market and 

ensures the quality of wine produced in the EU. 

 

The ten EU Member States are currently a blocking minority in the Council of the European Union, but 

the aim should be to have a qualified majority, which would therefore enable these Member States to 

veto the proposal. However, officials of DG AGRI reiterated that the decision to fully liberalize planting 

rights was made by the Member States in December 2007. Note that each Member State has the option 

to maintain planting rights until 2018 if it believes that the "sudden disappearing" would have a 

negative impact on some wine producers. 

 

Next Steps: 

The European Commission should publish a report on the implementation of the recent reform of 

viticulture in 2012. 

DIn the negotiations of the reform of the CAP, Dacian Ciolos is also engaged with his services in an in-

depth reflection to support the development of short circuits, that is to say the rapprochement 

between the production sites and places of consumption. These short circuits are one of the ideas given 

by the FAO report to reduce the amount of food thrown away.  

 

Next step:  

Dacian Ciolos said that the food waste issue will be included in the agenda of the next round table on 

the functioning of the food chain in November 2011. 
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The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) of the European Parliament adopted on 

May the 25th 2011 the amended report of Mr. Dess (EPP, Germany), for an ambitious reform of the 

Common Agricultural Policy from 2014. 

 

The report of Mr. Dess has been endorsed by the AGRI Committee with 40 votes for, 1 against and 4 

abstentions. 

 

The main elements are:  

A budget to meet the challenges 

 Maintain the current structure of the CAP into two pillars, the first containing the direct aids and 

market related expenditure and the second being the rural development policy.  

Improved distribution of aid  

 The AGRI Committee recommends a fair distribution of aid between the Member States and the 

different categories of farmers. It proposes the gradual replacement, after a transitional period, of 

the current criteria based on historical references, with new objective criteria.  

Degression of the aids  

 MEPs ask the Commission to consider introducing similar schemes, as a system of gradual reduction 

of direct payments in light of farm size, and takes into account objective criteria such as employment 

and sustainable practices .  

Greening of direct aid   

 Introduction of a system of incentives across the EU to support farmers who use sustainable 

production methods and practice a strict management of resources.  

Fight against speculation, crisis management and bargaining power of farmers 

 Reduce the extreme volatility in prices and ensure greater stability for farmers within and outside 

the EU through the implementation of additional measures of supervision.  

Commitment to the principle of reciprocity  

 Imports from third countries must meet the same environmental, health and social standards as 

those charged to the European farmers.  

Maintaining after 2015 of planting rights in the wine sector  

 The AGRI committee asks the Commission to consider the possibility of proposing the continuation 

of planting rights in the wine industry beyond 2015 and to consider the report (that the Commission 

should adopt in 2012) on the reform the wine sector. 

 

CAP reform: an ambitious compromise adopted in the European Parliament's 

agriculture committee 

Next Steps:  

22 and 23 June 2011: the European Parliament will vote in the plenary session in Brussels.  

November 2011: The European Commission will present a legislative package on the reform.  
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Failure in the negotiations on novel food & cloned food 

Finally, the European Parliament and the Council have failed to agree on the issue of novel food. 

After the failure of the conciliation trilogue on May the 10th 2011, the regulation on novel foods, 

which also includes cloned food, remains identical to the original version of 1997. Negotiations had 

been opened for three years on these issues.   

 

The European Parliament wanted a total ban on food from cloned animals and their offspring, or at 

least a labeling on all concerned products; two points on which negotiations have failed with the 

Council and the European Commission. The Council supported the idea of a ban that would cover 

only "first generation" food. 

 

The result of these negotiations finally satisfies none of the stakeholders. "The sale of food from 

cloned animals may continue to be allowed in the EU without any labeling requirement" lamented the 

Vive-President of the European Parliament, Gianni Pittella (S&D, Italy), during the plenary session on 

May the 11th 2011 in Strasbourg. A session which was animated by the revelations of Kartika Tamara 

Liotard (GUE/NGL, Netherlands), rapporteur on the text on novel foods, who reported a confidential 

legal document from the Council proving, she said, "that a ban on foods from cloned animals and 

their offspring is quite defensible in the WTO and feasible to protect consumers", contrary to the 

assertions of the Trade Commissioner, Karel De Gucht, who had raised the specter of a commercial 

war.  

 

MEPs urged the European Commissioner for Health and Consumer Affairs, John Dalli, to prepare 

some new proposals as quickly as possible. He ensured them that two legislative proposals will be 

presented, "one on cloning and the other on novel foods. " 

 
Regarding the European consumers, they seem very reluctant to these kind of food: according to a 
2008 Eurobarometer survey, 63% felt "pretty likely" to purchase these products. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31997R0258:FR:HTML

